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U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20224

· Wisconsin Eva.ngelica1 Lutheran
Synod 

3512 West North Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208

Gentlemen: 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

T:EP:EO:R:3 
RWB 

JAN 25 196S" 

This refers to your request for a group ruJ.ing covering certain 
subordinate units and the information submitted in connection there­
with. 

In a raling dated August 28, 1944, addressed to you wider 
your former name, Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Wisconsin 
and other States it was held that you are exempt fraa Federal 
income tax under the previsions of section 101{6) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1939, 'Which corresponds to seetion 50l(c)(3) of 
the 1954 Code. 

Based upon the information presented, it is held that yeu 
and your districts, co._!Sregations., educa.:t,ional, charitable � 
religious organi�tions· listed in zour 1965 z_earbook II:§ � 
.ff,. F5era1 income � asorganiations described in section 
501 c) 3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as it is shown
that you.and your.listed districts, congregations., edllcatienal, 
charitable and religious organizations are organized and operated 
exclusively for religious, charitable and educational purposes. 
Any questions concerning excise, employment or other Federal taxes 
should be submitted to the appropriate District Director. 

You and your listed districts, congregations., educational., 

charitable and religious organizations are not required to file 
Federal income tax returns se l.ong as they retain a tax exempt 
status. 

It w.lll net be necessary for you and your listed dist.riets., 

congregations., educational, charitable and religious organizations 
to file the annual return ot information, Fom 990-A generally 
required of organizations exempt under section 50l(c){3) et the 
Code., as your listed districts, congregations, educational, 
charitable and religious organizations come within the specific 
exceptions contained in section 6o33{a) ot the Code. 
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Contributi.0ns made to you and your listed districts, eengregations, 
educational, charitable and religious organizations are deductible 
by doners as provided by seetion 170 o:t the Code. Bequests, legacies, 
devises, transfers, or gifts t.o or for the use of yeur listed distriets, 
congregations, educational., charitable and religious organizations 
are deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes as provided 
in sections 2055, 21.06 and 2522 of the Code. 

You and your listed. districts, congregations, educational, 
charitable and rel j gious organizations are not liable for tlile taxes 
imposed under the Federal Inn.ranee Contributions Act (soeial 
security taxes) unless waiver of exemption certitica.tes are, or 
have been filed as provided in such Aet. Inquiries about the waiver 
of exemption certificates should be addressed to your District 
Director. Yeur listed districts, congregations, educational, 
charitable and religious organizat.ions are no;t liable for the 
tax jmposeti'l under the Federal Unemployment Tax Act. 

Please send us the foll.owing into:rmatien, not later than 45 
days after the elose of each succeeding annual accounting period: 

1. Lists showing the names and wdJ jng addresses
of your new districts, congregations, educational,
charitable and religious organizati0ns and the names
and addresses or any districts, congregations, educa­
tional, eharitable and religious organizations which
have ceased to exist or have changed their names or
addresses. The names should be arranged in alpha-
betical order or, if numerically designated. only, in

numerical order. In lieu of the lists ref erred. to above
you may firnish us. with a copy of your published
directory. Please send. 11s one copy of the list or
directory for this office and 0ne copy tor ea.eh
District Director in 'Whiclil your districts, congre-
gations, edueational, charitable and reJjgious
organizations are located.

2. A statement signed by one ef your prineipal
otfieers stating whether or not the information
up0n which your original group ruling was based
is applicable in all respects to the new districts,
congregations, educational, charitable and religious
organizations.
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.:,. A statement it, at the cl.ose of the year, 
there were no changes iD your rc>ster. 

4. A statement of any changes in the cmaracter,
purposes or method of operation of your organi­
zation er th0se of your districts, congregations,
educational, charitable and religious organizations.

5. Duplicate copies of amendments to charters
or by.laws of your organization ci,r those of a;ny
Ci>f your districts, congregations, ed.ueational.,
charitable and religious organizations.

You should advise each of your listed distriets, congregations, 
educatiGnal, charitable and rel j gious organizations of the exemption 
and the pertinent provisions of this ruling. 

This ruling is mot applicable to an:, of your subordinate units 
organized and operated in a foreign country. 

This ruling supersedes the nling to you dated August 28, 1944. 
Moreover, this ruling supersedes the individual rulings ot exemption 
in their individual names 'Which were issued to your districts, 
congregations, educational, charitable and religious organizations. 
Among these superseded rulings are rulings to the tollewing organi­
zati0as: 

Northwestern College, Watertow, Wisconsin 
Winnebago Luthern AcadeDJ;Y Association, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
:Wisconsin Lutheran High School Conference, Milwaukee., Wisconsin 

- . 

The organizatiomcovered by this rw.ing should be advised that prior 
rulings holding them exempt from. Federal income tax have been teminated 
by this ruling. 

hrther, this ruling does not apply to the Wisc<:>nsin Evangelieal 
Lutheran Synod Foundation, Inc • ., .3512 West Borth Avenue ., Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 5.32)8 .. It should.tile a separate application for exauption, 
rorm 102.3, it' it wishes a determination of its status. 
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The District Directors concerned are being notified. 

Very tnly yours, 

��&::-
Exempt Organizations Branch 

N.B. Several years ago, the IRS assigned Group Exemption Number 1773 
to the Synod which is also applicable to its subordinate units. 

WELS - Fiscal Office 
101777 
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